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The Honorable John B. Owens serves on the Court of Appeals for the Ninth 

Circuit. Prior to becoming a federal judge in 2014, he was a partner at Munger, 

Tolles & Olson LLP (where he focused on white collar investigations and appellate 

matters), and a federal prosecutor for more than 11 years in Washington D.C., Los 

Angeles, and San Diego. 

He served as the Chief of the Criminal Division in the U.S Attorney’s Office for the 

Southern District of California, and received two Director’s Awards for his work 

there. The television show American Greed featured two of his prosecutions, and 

he obtained the longest sentence for a white collar defendant in the history of the 

Southern District of California in United States v. Cao. 

Judge Owens graduated first in his class from Stanford Law School in 1996, where 

he was an Executive Editor on the Stanford Law Review. After graduation, he 

served as a law clerk for the Honorable J. Clifford Wallace of the Ninth Circuit 

Court of Appeals and for the Honorable Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the Supreme 

Court of the United States. His written work has appeared in the California Law 

Review, the UCLA Law Review, the Northwestern Law Review, and other law 

reviews. 

Judge Owens and his family live in San Diego. 
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